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Strand I - History and Nature of Science (40% of 5th grade state science test - 9 questions) 

Numbers in parentheses indicate approximate numbers of questions per sub-strand on the state science test.
Units in bold print teach concepts directly correlated with the standard.

Units not in bold are foundational experiences for the standard.

Sub-Strand Scientific World View (2 - 3) Scientific Inquiry(Heavily tested) (5 - 6) Scientific Enterprise (0 - 1)

Standard

The student will understand the use of science as a tool to 
examine the natural world; the student will understand how 
science is used to investigate interactions between people and 
the natural world; the student will understand that 
communication is essential to science.

The student will understand the nature of scientific 
investigations; the student will participate in a controlled 
scientific investigation; the student will understand the 
process of scientific investigations.

The student will recognize that science and technology 
involve different kinds of work and engages men and women 
of all backgrounds.

5th Grade Variables (FOSS) Variables (FOSS) Resources for this standard are found
Environments (FOSS) Environments (FOSS) in the FOSS readers.
Landforms (FOSS) Landforms (FOSS)
Levers and Pulleys (FOSS) Levers and Pulleys (FOSS)

4th Grade Measurement (FOSS) Measurement (FOSS)
Earth Materials(FOSS) Earth Materials(FOSS)
Magnetism and Electricity(FOSS) Magnetism and Electricity(FOSS)
Water(FOSS) Water(FOSS)
Terrestrial Food Chains(MPS) Terrestrial Food Chains(MPS)

3rd Grade Structures of Life(FOSS) Structures of Life(FOSS)
Human Body(FOSS) Human Body(FOSS)
Physics of Sound(FOSS) Physics of Sound(FOSS)

2nd Grade Insects(FOSS) Insects(FOSS)
Balance and Motion(FOSS Balance and Motion(FOSS)
Solids and Liquids(FOSS) Solids and Liquids(FOSS)
Air, Weather, and Thermometry(FOSS/MPS) Air, Weather, and Thermometry(FOSS/MPS)

1st Grade Organisms(STC) Organisms(STC)
Electricity and Magnetism(MPS) Electricity and Magnetism(MPS)
Pebbles, Sand, and Silt(FOSS) Pebbles, Sand, and Silt(FOSS)

Kindergarten Trees(FOSS) Trees(FOSS)

Animals 2 x 2(FOSS) Animals 2 x 2(FOSS)
Paper, Wood, or Fabric(FOSS) Paper, Wood, or Fabric(FOSS)

Teachers should focus their instruction to 
incorporate the scientific processes:

          OBSERVING
          COMMUNICATING
          COMPARING
          ORGANIZING
          RELATING

Science notebooks are recommended
as a management tool for students to
practice these processes.  Visit the
district website for more information.

http://science.mpsedu.org/Science_Notebooks.html

         

These questions are more heavily 
weighted than those for the other 
strands.


