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Recommended Reading List: 
Middle School Science 

 Topic Title Author Description 
 

General 
101 Things Everyone 
Should Know About 

Science 

Dia Michels and 
Nathan Levy 

101 Things Everyone Should Know About Science uses a question-and answer 
format to entice the reader into learning more about key concepts in 
biology, chemistry, physics, earth, and general science. This book is 

perfect for anyone interested in gaining a better understanding of how 
science impacts everyday life. Some questions include “Why do you see 
lightning before you hear thunder?” “What keeps the planets orbiting 
around the sun?” “Why do we put salt on roads when they are icy?” 

 

General Dr. Art's Guide to 
Science Art Sussman 

This book focuses on big ideas, connects isolated details and uses 
systems thinking to help the reader understand Earth's cycles of matter, 

flows of energy, and webs of life. From evolution and extinction, to 
carbon and climate change, this book demonstrates the interdependence 

of Earth as a system. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

General A Short History of 
Nearly Everything Bill Bryson 

A Short History offers insight into the inner workings of science itself. 
How many discoveries were purely accidental? How many now-accepted 

theories were brought up before their time, discarded by the scientific 
community, and then returned to at much later dates, often after the 
original proponent was dead? How much do we still not understand? 

And finally, how amazing is it that life actually evolved on Earth? 
Bryson’s sense of wonder is vividly communicated to his audience. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 
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Environment 

A Grain of Sand: 
Nature's Secret 

Wonder The Amazing 
Micrograph of Dr. 
Gary Greenberg 

Dr. Gary Greenberg 

Greenberg opens his book with this quote from William Blake and then 
invites into the close-up world of sand. Using microphotographic 
techniques that he developed, Greenburg gives us an almost three-

dimensional view of sand, its colors, textures, sizes, and shapes. The 
story of sand unfolds through text and photographs. Sand becomes an 
art form through his amazing photographs. Even young students will 
appreciate these images; older students and adults will find the text 

useful in expanding their understanding of the world of sand. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Earth Materials 

America's National 
Parks: The Spectacular 

Forces That Shaped 
Our Treasured Lands 

Paul Schullery 

Fifty-six of America’s national parks are captured in the photo filled 
book. It includes interesting, easy to understand background on the 
geological and ecological forces that continue to make each national 
park worthy of protection. As one reviewer suggests, “… America’s 

National Parks is a must have for anyone who relishes America’s natural 
wonders and wants to learn more about the powerful forces that created 

them.” 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Models & 
Designs 

Sensational Science 
Projects with Simple 

Machines 
Robert Gardner 

The experiments in this book will show how simple machines work and 
explain some elementary principles of physical science. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Models & 
Designs The Gadget War Betsy Duffey 

Kelly Sparks has 43 inventions to her credit-and she's only 8 years old. 
Now a new kid in her class challenges her status as the gadget wiz, and 

their rivalry escalates into a full-scale gadget war. 
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Models & 
Designs 

The Wright Brothers 
and the Airplane Xavier Niz 

This graphic book uses comic book-style word balloons to provide 
visual reinforcement for struggling readers. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Models & 
Designs 

They All 
Laughed...From Light 
Bulbs to Lasers: The 
Fascinating Stories 
Behind the Great 

Inventions That Have 
Changed Our Lives 

Ira Flatow 

Did you know that Ben Franklin really didn’t carry out the kite-flying 
experiment in a thunderstorm? If he had, he might not have been 
around to sign the Declaration of Independence, according to Ira 

Flatow. Flatow, formerly the host of Newton’s Apple and now of a 
weekly science show on National Public Radio, describes the behind-

the-scenes tales of many great inventions, including television, 
telephones, George Eastman’s advances in photography, and more. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Human Brain 
& Senses The Amazing Brain Robert Ornstein, 

Richard F. Thompson 

A visual and intellectual tour of the history, evolution, construction, and 
chemical operation of the brain. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Human Brain 
& Senses 

Can You Believe Your 
Eyes? 

J. Richard Block, 
Harold Yuker 

A collection of visual illusions from around the world. Explanations for 
the illusions are included. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 
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Human Brain 
& Senses The Story Of My Life Helen Keller 

An American classic, this is the story of the remarkable life of Helen 
Keller. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 
 

Human Brain 
& Senses 

The World's Best 
Optical Illusions Charles H. Paraquin 

The 100 plus puzzles in this book are optical illusions. Solutions are 
provided. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Human Brain 
& Senses 

Touching And Feeling 
(Senses and Sensors) Alan Silverstein 

What makes a rose smell sweet or a dirty gym sock stink? Is it possible 
to figure out where someone is just by sensing footsteps? This book 
answers imilar intriguing questions as it investigates how the senses 
work. Topics covered include the science behind the senses; animals 
with enhanced senses; artificial sensors developed for people--among 

them, electronic noses to smell disease; robotic hands that can teach sign 
language to the deaf; and sensors that can monitor food spoilage.  

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Diversity of 
Life Amphibian Barry Clarke et al. 

This series includes beautiful photographs and accurate information 
about the subject. The videos are less effective and often disjointed and 

confusing. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 
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Diversity of 
Life 

Bats: Shadows In The 
Night Diane Ackerman 

This book follows author Diane Ackerman as she visits Merlin Tuttle, a 
scientist studying bats at Big Bend National Park in Texas. Ackerman 
helps Tuttle study and track some of the 20 million bats that emerge 

from Bracken Cave. She describes what it is like to study and handle bats 
firsthand, and provides information on bat biology and species diversity. 

Color photographs. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 
 

Diversity of 
Life Wild about Wildlife Lisa Thompson 

Find out what skills are needed, what's in a day's work, and where zoo 
keeping can take you. You'll also learn why we have zoos, how they help 

protect wildlife, and amazing facts about the animal kingdom. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 
 

Diversity of 
Life You and Your Genes Rebecca L. Johnson A short book with photographs and diagrams explaining how many 

attributes of living things are due to genetic makeup and inheritance. 

 
 

Gravity, Inertia, 
Machines 

Isaac Newton and the 
Laws of Motion Andrea Gianopoulos 

Did you know that Isaac Newton invented calculus, was the warden of 
Britain's Royal Mint, and built a model of a mill when he was only 11 

years old ? There are four chapters in this book, each covering different 
accomplishments of his life. 
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Populations & 
Ecosystems 

California Marine Life: 
A Guide To Common 

Marine Species 
Marty Snyderman A guide to the species found along the California coast, from the 

beaches to the open ocean 

 

Populations & 
Ecosystems 

Common Weeds Of 
The United States 

Prepared by the 
Agricultural Research 
Service of the United 

State Department 

Complete guide to weeds, grasses, and vines found throughout North 
America. A detailed drawing of the plant, seeds, flowers, root system 

and a map of its distribution accompany each entry. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Populations & 
Ecosystems 

Eastern Deciduous 
Forest: Ecology And 
Wildlife Conservation 

Richard H. Yahner Detailed ecology of deciduous forest ecosystems. Includes sections on 
forest management and conservation. 

 
 

Populations & 
Ecosystems 

Exploring Ecosystems 
with Max Axiom, Super 

Scientist (Series) 
Agnieszka Biskup Max Axiom is a super-cool-scientist. Using powers he acquired in a freak 

accident, Max demonstrates and explains the science of ecosystems. 



Page | 7  
 

 
 

Populations & 
Ecosystems 

Food Webs: 
Interconnecting Food 

Chains (Series) 
Susan Gray Learn how organisms in a food web interact with each other helps us 

understand the delicate balance of nature. 

 

Populations & 
Ecosystems 

Mammals Of North 
America: Temperate 
And Arctic Regions 

Adrian Forsyth 

Guide to mammals of North America, including many adaptations, 
predator-prey relationships, and habitat interactions. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Populations & 
Ecosystems 

Pond and Brook: A 
Guide to Nature in 

Freshwater 
Environments 

Michael J. Caduto 

A guide for adult naturalists filled with hands-on projects and activities. 
Freshwater environments including streams, lakes, wetlands, and vernal 

pools are addressed and complemented with photographs and 
illustrations. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 
 

Universe Atlas Of The Moon Antonin Rukl; edited 
by T. W. Rackham 

Intended for beginners studying the Moon, but the maps and the 
accompanying lists of the lunar formations would satisfy an experienced 

lunar observer. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 
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Universe Children's Night Sky 
Atlas Robin Scagell 

This colorful atlas features the latest discoveries and beautiful space 
photography, including images from the Hubble Space Telescope. 

Information and illustrations depict constellations, the evolution of stars 
and galaxies, and the planets in the solar system. Acetate overlays 

highlight special points of interest to show even more about what we see 
in the night sky. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Universe One Small Square: The 
Night Sky Donald M. Silver 

In one small square of night sky--using their eyes, binoculars, the 
position of the moon, and even their fingers as guides--children locate 
Orion and other constellations, and even stars and planets--while they 

learn amazing facts about the heavenly bodies. Activities are included for 
Northern and Southern Hemispheres. 

 
 

Universe Where On Earth Am I? Robert Gardner 

A wealth of hands-on techniques to explore geographic themes, 
including Earth's shape and motion, distances and directions, maps, and 
orienteering. Students may find suggestions helpful for class and science-

fair projects. Engaging and accessible narrative unifies the book. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Universe Seeing Earth From 
Space Patricia Lauber 

 Text and photographs taken from space depict the nature, evolution, 
and future of Earth. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 
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Weather & 
Water Erosion Darlene R. Stille 

Clear pictures and photographs outline the significance of erosion and 
how it occurs. Describes methods of preventing such detrimental 

damage to our environment. 

 
 

Weather & 
Water 

Isaac's Storm: A Man, a 
Time, and the 

Deadliest Hurricane in 
History 

Erik Larson, Isaac 
Monroe Cline 

The riveting story of the disastrous hurricane that struck Galveston, 
Texas in 1900 and the meteorologist, Isaac Cline, who believed he knew 
all there was to know about the emotion of clouds and the behavior of 

storms. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 
 

Weather & 
Water 

The Perfect Storm: A 
True Story of Men 

Against the Sea 
Sebastian Junger 

This is the book that was the basis for the movie blockbuster of the 
same name. It was the storm of the century (at the time), when in 

October 1991, with little warning, the perfect storm blasted over the 
northeast coast and harasses fishermen off of Nova Scotia. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

 

Weather & 
Water Weather! Rebecca Rupp 

Can a butterfly flapping its wings have something to do with a tornado? 
What causes pink snow? Your students can find out the answers to these 
questions and more as they read about Jemima and her younger brother 
Rodney who decide to explore weather and keep weather journals. Pages 
from their journals can be viewed throughout the book and are used to 
introduce facts, drawings, and humor to augment the main text. Topics 
covered in the book include the atmosphere, wind, clouds, precipitation, 

thunder and lightning, weather prediction, and more. Twenty-two 
projects are also included and illustrated with color photos and drawings. 

The projects include making a hygrometer, a rain gauge, a barometer, 
and setting up a home weather station. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

  


