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Recommended Reading List: 
Energy and Electromagnetism 

 Title Author 
Reading 

Level 
ISBN Description 

 

Always Inventing: 
A 

Photobiography 
of Alexander 
Graham Bell 

Tom L. 
Matthews 

 
 
 

4-7 
0-792-25932-7 

This biography has photographs and quotes 
from Bell himself. It follows this well-known 

inventor from his childhood in Scotland 
through his lifelong efforts to come up with 

ideas that would improve people’s lives. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Batteries, Bulbs, 
and Wires 

David Glover 

 
 
 
 

3-6 0-753-45510-2 

The hands-on projects in this book explore 
electricity and its origins, from simple magnets 

to creating a circuit or a motor. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Ben and Me: A 
New Astonishing 
Life of Benjamin 

Franklin as 
Written by His 
Good Mouse 

Amos 

Robert Lawson 

 
 
 

3-6 
0-316-51730-5 

Amos the mouse, good friend of Benjamin 
Franklin, tells the “real” story of the great 

patriot’s life. The events he retells include the 
invention of the Franklin stove, the invention 
of electricity, and the Revolutionary War. This 

delightful read-aloud book can enhance the 
history/social science curriculum and is often 

overlooked for newer fiction. 

 

Benjamin 
Franklin's 

Adventures with 
Electricity 

Beverly Birch, 
Robin Bell 
Corfield 

 
 
 

2-5 
0-760-72660-4 

The story of how Ben Franklin found a way to 
protect people from the dangers of lightning 
and opened the way for later generations to 

harness electrical energy. 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=13SM362323E70.697914&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!342598~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=96&source=~!horizon&term=Always+inventing+%3A+a+photobiography+of+Alexander+Graham+Bell+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=13X15553T36R8.1050631&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2164301~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=1&source=~!horizon&term=Batteries%2C+bulbs%2C+and+wires+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Charged Up: The 
Story of 

Electricity 
Jacqui Bailey 

 
 
 

3-6 
1-404-80568-0 

Describes how electric energy is generated in 
power stations and how it travels through 

pylons, power cables, and wires into people’s 
homes. Includes bibliography. 

 

Discovering 
Electricity 

Rae Bains 

 
 
 

4-6 
0-89375-565-6 

A discussion of what electricity is, where it 
comes from, and how it is used. 

 

Electricity Matt Mullins 

 
 
 
 

3-5 0-531-26581-1 

Whether you're an aspiring inventor or an 
everyday science buff, you've probably created 

your own experiments to uncover the truth 
about the forces of physical science. Now you 
can delve deeper into the topics of electricity, 

motion, gravity, and more with these titles that 
are perfect for the budding scientist in you. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Electromagnetism 
and How It 

Works 

Stephen M. 
Tomecek 

 
 
 
 

4-6 
0-791-09052-3 

Part of the "Scientific American" series, this 
interesting title focuses on how magnets have 
literally changed the world. Tomecek begins 

with a history of magnets, from the early 
discovery of Gilbert in the sixteenth century 

that magnets have poles, to Volta's creation of 
a battery, followed by Sturgeon's creation of 

the first electromagnet in 1823.  
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=135290E54J9F7.421922&profile=elibrary&source=~!horizon&view=items&uri=full=3100026~!4651290~!4&ri=9&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Mullins,+Matt&index=AL&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=9#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=13SM362323E70.697914&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2652706~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=92&source=~!horizon&term=Electromagnetism%2C+and+how+it+works+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Energy Islands: 
How One 

Community 
Harnessed the 

Wind and 
Changed Their 

World 

Allan 
Drummond 

 
 
 
 
 

2-5 0-374-32184-1 

Hold onto your hats! It's windy on the Danish 
island of Samso. Meet the environmentally 
friendly people who At a time when most 
countries are producing ever-increasing 

amounts of CO2, the rather ordinary citizens 
of Samsø have accomplished something 
extraordinary--in just ten years they have 

reduced their carbon emissions by 140% and 
become almost completely energy independent. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You!  

 

Magnetic and 
Non-Magnetic  

Angela Royston 

 
 
 

3-6 
1-403-40855-6 

Explains that not all materials are magnetic, 
that magnetism can pass through materials, and 

how a compass works. 

 

Magnets Delta Education 

 
 
 

2-5 
1-592-42371-X Examines magnets and their properties. 

 

Magnets Rebecca Olien 

 
 
 

3-6 
0-736-81406-X 

Portrays magnetism as a form of energy, how 
magnets attract or repel objects, Earth’s 

magnetic field, and why a compass needle 
always points north. 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=13SM362323E70.697914&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!3010263~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=94&source=~!horizon&term=Energy+island+%3A+how+one+community+harnessed+the+wind+and+changed+their+world+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Magnets Pulling 
Together and 
Pushing Apart 

Natalie Rosinsky 

 
 
 

2-5 
1-404-80333-5 

Magnets seem to make things move by magic. 
Come explore what makes magnets so 

attractive and repelling! 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Samuel Morse 

Margaret Hall, 
M.C. Hall, 

Jennifer Blizin 
Gillis 

 
 
 

3-5 
1-403-45337-3 

Introduces the life of Samuel Morse, including 
his childhood in Massachusetts, his early 
inventions and career as an artist, and his 

invention of the telegraph, as well as the special 
code used to send messages. 

 

Sources of 
Forces: Science 
Fun with Force 

Fields 

Vicki Cobb 

 
 
 

5-6 
0-761-31574-8 

With this book, you take ordinary objects and 
test difference properties of force fields. Make 

an electric field detector out of a film can, a 
plastic drinking straw tape, and a pencil. Build a 

device that measures electric current using a 
compass, a soda can, some string, and some 

tape. 

 

The Boy Who 
Harnessed the 

Wind 

William 
Kamkwamba 

 
 
 
 
 

2-5 
0-803-73511-1 

When fourteen-year-old William 
Kamkwamba's Malawi village was hit by a 
drought, everyone's crops began to fail. 

Without enough money for food, let alone 
school, William spent his days in the library . . . 
and figured out how to bring electricity to his 
village. Persevering against the odds, William 
built a functioning windmill out of junkyard 
scraps, and thus became the local hero who 

harnessed the wind. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=13X15553T36R8.1050631&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2551813~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=10&source=~!horizon&term=Magnets+%3A+pulling+together%2C+pushing+apart+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=135290E54J9F7.421922&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!3279300~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=11&source=~!horizon&term=The+boy+who+harnessed+the+wind+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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The Magic School 
Bus and the 

Electric Field 
Trip 

Joanna Cole 

 
 
 

3-6 
0-590-44683-5 

Ms. Frizzle takes her class on a field trip 
through the town’s electric wires so they can 

learn how electricity is generated and how it is 
used. Also available in library binding. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

The Shocking 
World and 

Electricity with 
Max Axiom, 

Super Scientist  

Liam O’Donnell 

 
 
 

3-6 

Interactive 
ebook: 

978-1-4296-
1159-6 

 
Book: 

978-0-7368-
6835-8 

Max Axiom is a super-cool-scientist. Using 
powers he acquired in a freak accident, Max 

demonstrates and explains the science of 
electricity. 

 

What Makes A 
Magnet? 

Franklin M. 
Branley 

 
 
 

1-4 
0-064-45148-8 

Addresses the properties and behaviors of 
magnetism and the history and uses of 

magnets. Activities include making a magnet 
and a compass. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Who Really 
Discovered 
Electricity 

Amie Jane 
Leavitt 

 
 
 
 

3-6 1-429-66248-4 

Dr. William Gilbert, Stephen Gray, and 
Benjamin Franklin are players driven to 
uncover an amazing force we now call 

electricity. But only one player can win the 
race. Who really discovered electricity? 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=13SM362323E70.697914&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!411363~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=104&source=~!horizon&term=The+magic+school+bus+and+the+electric+field+trip+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=13X15553T36R8.1050631&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!353482~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=15&source=~!horizon&term=What+makes+a+magnet%3F+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Why Does A 
Battery Make It 

Go? Projects 
About Electricity 

Jackie 
Holderness 

 
 
 

2-4 
0-761-32820-3 

Simple text and experiments illustrate the 
properties of electricity. 

 

Wind Power Josepha Sherman 

 
 
 

3-6 
0-736-82475-8 

Describes how we use the wind to power our 
lives, including windmills, electricity, and the 

future of wind power. 

 


