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Recommended Reading List: 
Sun, Moon & Stars 

 Title Author Reading Level ISBN Description 

 

Earth and 
Moon 

Robin Kerrod 2-6 1-929-29864-1 
Describes the formation, structure, and 

atmosphere of Earth and the Moon, with up-to-
date color photographs. 

 

Experiments 
with the Sun 

and the 
Moon 

Salvatore Tocci N 0-516-22605-3 

The book asks students to think about where the 
Sun and Moon go during certain parts of the day. 

Gives a short historical overview of some 
mythology connected with the cycles of the Sun 

and Moon. 

 

The First 
Moon 

Landing 
(Series) 

Steve 
Kortenkamp 

1-3 
978-1-4296-0060-

6 

Did you know that it took three days for the first 
astronauts to reach the moon? Or that the first 

men on the moon left experiments that scientists 
still use today? Explore the first moon landing 
and what it taught us about our solar system. 

 

Footprints 
on the 
Moon 

Alexandra Siy T 978-1570914089 

Full-color photographs, archival drawings, and 
lively text tell the story of the study and 

exploration of the Moon from ancient times to 
the 1998–1999 lunar prospector. NASA 

photographs highlight the missions of Project 
Mercury, Gemini, and the Apollo missions. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!122904~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=51&source=~!horizon&term=Footprints+on+the+moon+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Galileo’s 
Journal 

Jeanne K. 
Pettenati 

O 
978-1-57091-880-

3 

This picture book provides an introductory 
glimpse into the life of Galileo, imagining what 

he might have written in his journal. It focuses on 
the scientist's improvement of the telescope and 
his subsequent realization that planets other than 
the Earth also have moons and rotate around the 

sun rather than the Earth. 

 

Looking 
Through a 
Telescope 

Linda Bullock I 0-516-27906-8 Introduces young readers to telescopes. 

 

Mae Jemison 
Space 

Pioneer 
Robert Kraske 3-5 

978-0-7368-6420-
6 

Mae Jemison was a doctor, an astronaut, and the 
first African American woman in space. This 

book describes the scientist's life, her career, and 
her impact on people. 

 

Man on the 
Moon 

Anastasia Suen M 0-140-56598-1 

Describes in illustrations and simple text the 
Apollo 11 mission to the Moon, culminating in 

the first lunar landing. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!465074~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=46&source=~!horizon&term=Man+on+the+moon+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Moon 
Dana Meachen 

Rau 
3-5 0-756-50438-4 

Describes the formation, orbit, surface features, 
exploration, and future study of the Moon. 

 

The Moon 
Book 

Gail Gibbons O 0-823-41364-0   

Describes the movement and phases of the 
Moon, its effect on Earth’s oceans, and Moon 

exploration. Discusses how people have observed 
and explored it through time and in various 

cultures. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Moon Tales: 
Myths of the 
Moon from 
around the 

World 

Rina Singh 3-5 0-747-54795-5 

Tales from around the world attempt to explain 
the mysteries of the Moon. Why does the Moon 

wax and wane? What are those marks on its 
surface? The answers are found in the myths of a 

variety of cultures. 

 

The Moon Ralph Winrich 1-3 
978-1-4296-0725-

4 

Did you know that we on earth always see the 
same side of the Moon? Or that the Moon's 

rocky, dusty surface is covered with craters? Look 
inside to learn more about the Moon and its place 

in the solar system. 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!390126~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=44&source=~!horizon&term=The+moon+book+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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NASA 
Steve 

Kortenkamp 
1-3 

978-1-4296-0062-
0 

Did you know that we use inventions made by 
NASA scientists every day? Or that NASA's 
robots have visited every planet in our solar 

system? Discover NASA and how this agency 
explores our solar system. 

 

Our Home 
Planet: Earth 

(Series) 
Nancy Loewen K-4 

978-1-4048-3951-
9 

Earth is the only planet known to support life. It 
has plenty of water, it's the right temperature, and 

it has a blanket of gases to protect it. Explore 
your own home planet in this book about Earth. 

 

Spacebusters 
Philip 

Wilkinson 
P 0-789-42961-6 

Describes the voyage of Apollo 11, its three 
astronauts, and details of the mission that put the 

first person on the Moon in 1969. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Sun 
Dana Meachen 

Rau 
3-5 0-756-50440-6 

Describes the composition, surface features, and 
exploration of the Sun, as well as its place in the 

solar system. 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!3287095~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=36&source=~!horizon&term=Spacebusters%3A+the+race+to+the+moon+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Sun Jim Pipe 3-7 1-932-79946-X 
The Sun brings light and heat to our world. It 

gives us days and nights, blue skies, and seasons. 
Why does the Sun shine so brightly? 

 

The Sun 
Paulette 

Bourgeois 
2-6 1-550-74330-9 

Looks at the past and future of the Sun, discusses 
its visible and invisible emissions, seasons, the 

ozone layer, and the northern lights. 

 

The Sun Robin Kerrod 3-6 0-822-53901-2 

Describes the characteristics of the Sun, including 
its origins, composition, and surface features, and 

its importance to life on Earth. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Sun 
Steve M. 
Tomecek 

K-8 0-792-28200-0 

Takes an interactive approach to answering 
questions about the Sun. Concepts discussed 

include its distance from Earth, size, 
composition, temperature, sunspots, and solar 

flares. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&source=~!horizon&view=items&uri=full=3100026~!4196786~!12&ri=27&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Kerrod,+Robin.&index=AL&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=27#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&source=~!horizon&view=items&uri=full=3100026~!4183101~!7&ri=22&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ipp=20&spp=20&staffonly=&term=Tomecek,+Stephen+M.&index=AL&uindex=&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=22#focus
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The Sun and 
Moon 

Robin Kerrod 4-7 0-739-82818-5 
Discusses differences and similarities between the 

Sun and the Moon. 

 

Sun Up, Sun 
Down: The 
Story of Day 

and Night 

Jacqui Bailey 3-6 1-404-80567-2 

Teaches readers about the Sun and the Moon, the 
Sun and Moon’s relationship to Earth, and the 

effect they both have on all our everyday 
activities. Children will learn that Earth is 

constantly spinning as it travels around the Sun 
and that the Moon only shines because the Sun’s 

light reflects off it. 
 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

The Sun Ralph Winrich 1-3 
978-1-4296-0721-

6 

Did you know that the Sun is just an average star, 
even though all of the eight planets could fit 

inside it? Or that this ball of hot gases doesn't 
have a solid surface? Look inside to learn more 
about the star at the center of the solar system? 

 

What Makes 
Day and 

Night 

Franklyn M. 
Branley 

N 0-064-45050-3 
A simple explanation of how the rotation of 

Earth causes night and day. 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2551664~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=17&source=~!horizon&term=Sun+up%2C+sun+down+%3A+the+story+of+day+and+night+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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What the 
Moon Is 

Like 

Franklyn M. 
Branley 

K-5 0-064-45185-2 

A clear introduction to the Moon. Compares how 
the Moon’s composition, terrain, and atmosphere 

differ from Earth’s. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Anansi the 
Spider: A 
Tale from 

the Ashanti 

Gerald 
McDermott 

L 0-805-00311-8 

In trying to determine which of his six sons to 
reward for saving his life, Anansi the Spider is 
responsible for placing the Moon in the sky. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Galileo’s 
Treasure 

Box 

Catherine 
Brighton 

K-5 0-802-78770-3 
While Galileo sleeps, his young daughter explores 

his study and discovers some of the objects he 
uses in his scientific experiments. 

 

The Magic 
School Bus 
Lost in the 

Solar System 

Joanna Cole P 0-590-41429-1 

The magic school bus travels past the Sun and 
around the planets. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!63383~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=13&source=~!horizon&term=What+the+moon+is+like+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!454067~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=11&source=~!horizon&term=Anansi+the+spider+%3A+a+tale+from+the+Ashanti+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2925841~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=8&source=~!horizon&term=The+magic+school+bus%2C+lost+in+the+solar+system+%2F&index=UTL#focus


Page | 8  

 

 

The Moon 
Was at a 
Fiesta 

Matthew 
Gollub, Martin 

L. Guzman 
M 1-889-91011-2 

An original pourquoi story set in Oaxaca, Mexico, 
explains why the Moon is sometimes still visible 
in the morning sky. Jealous of the Sun, the Moon 

creates her own fiesta and celebrates so much 
that she stays out past dawn. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Moonstick: 
The Season’s 
of the Sioux 

Eve Bunting O 0-064-43619-5 

A young Native American boy describes the 
seasonal changes in nature and notches each new 

Moon of the Sioux year on a moonstick. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Exploring 
The Sky By 
Day: The 
Equinox 
Guide to 

Weather and 
the 

Atmosphere 

Terence 
Dickinson 

3-7 0-613-12643-2 
Offers fascinating insight into phenomena such 

as lightning, clouds, storms, solar halos, sun dogs, 
and sunsets. 

 

Thirteen 
Moons on a 

Turtle’s 
Back 

Joseph Bruchac 
and Jonathan 

London 
3-5 

978-0-7807-7507-
7 

Stands for the 13 cycles of the moon, each with 
its own name and a story that relates to the 

changing seasons. Celebrates the seasons of the 
year through poems from the legends of such 
Native American tribes as the Cherokee, Cree 

and Sioux. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2169352~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=6&source=~!horizon&term=The+moon+was+at+a+fiesta+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136Y8172S858T.1270187&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2290606~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=4&source=~!horizon&term=Moonstick+%3A+the+seasons+of+the+Sioux+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=V36181B07751I.1262004&menu=search&aspect=basic_search&npp=20&ipp=20&spp=20&profile=elibrary&ri=58&source=~%21horizon&index=UTL&term=Thirteen+Moons+on+a+Turtle%E2%80%99s+Back&x=-708&y=-116&aspect=basic_search#focus

