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Recommended Reading List: 
Living Systems 

 Title Author Reading Level ISBN Description 

 

Animal 
Defenses: 

How 
Animals 
Protect 

Themselves 

Etta Kaner 3-5 1-550-74421-6 
Allows the reader to observe various mechanisms 

of protection including poisonous skin, 
camouflage, group living, and imitation. 

 

Are You A 
Snail? 

Judy Allen, 
Tudor 

Humphries 
K-2 0-753-45242-1 

A fun and informative book that introduces the 
life and characteristics of a backyard snail. 

 

Beaks! 
Sneed B. 

Collard III 
P 

978-1-57091-  
388-4 

The intricate characteristics of a variety of birds’ 
beaks are presented. The habits of birds and the 
information on how their beaks’ composition 

allows them to eat are intriguing.  
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

 

Bug Faces 
Darlyne A. 
Murawski 

3-5 0-792-27557-8 

The full-page photographs in this book introduce 
the physical structures that are unique to certain 

bugs. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136181F89078U.1260472&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!351365~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=5&source=~!horizon&term=Beaks%21+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136181F89078U.1260472&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!71088~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=7&source=~!horizon&term=Bug+faces+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Camouflage 
and 

Mimicry: 
Animal 

Weapons 
and 

Defenses 

Janet Riehecky PreK-5 9781429665087 

When it comes to survival, appearances are 
everything! A harmless animal can frighten 
predators away by appearing dangerous. A 

dangerous animal can lure prey by appearing 
harmless. Discover the disguises of some of your 

favorite animals. 

 

Crayfish 
Jason Cooper, 

Lynn Stone 
K-5 1-589-52704-6 

A basic introduction to crayfish, focusing on their 
physical characteristics, habitat, diet, activities, life 

cycle, and reproduction. 

 

Crayfish 
Lola M. 
Schaefer 

K-3 1-588-10722-1 
A basic introduction to crayfish, focusing on their 
physical characteristics, habitat, diet, and activities.  

 

Crayfish 
Phyllis W. 

Grimm, Jerry 
Boucher 

N 0-822-53030-9 
A basic introduction to these crustaceans, related 
in an easy-to-read, large-type text and illustrated 

with full-color photos. 
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From Seed 
To Plant 

Gail Gibbons J 0-8234-1025-0 

An easy-to-read, inviting, and colorful resource 
that explores how seeds produce plants. The 

entire life cycle of plants is followed with 
surprising scientific detail, from the structure of 
the flower, pollination, fruit and seed formation, 

seed dispersal, germination, and the stages of 
growth. 

 
Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

How Do 
Animals 
Adapt? 

Bobbie Kalman, 
Jacqueline 
Langille 

2-3 0-865-05957-8 

Describes how animals adapt to survive, 
discussing camouflage, mimicry, poisons, defense, 

adaptations to weather, feeding, and mating. 
 

Find It At A Hennepin Library Near You! 

 

Look 
Once, 
Look 
Again: 
Animal 
Eyes 

David Schwartz, 
Dwight Kuhn 

K-2 0-836-82423-7 

A short photographic book that compares the 
eyes of a crab, fish, frog, horsefly, sea star, cat, and 

gecko. Simple, engaging format that hooks the 
reader with close-up images.  

 

Look 
Once, 
Look 
Again: 
Animal 

Feet 

David Schwartz, 
Dwight Kuhn 

K-3 1-574-71319-1 

A short photographic books that compares the 
feet of a duck, caterpillar, gecko, flicker, tree frog, 
black bear, and a snail. Simple, engaging format 

that hooks the reader with close-up images. 

https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136181F89078U.1260472&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!385910~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=11&source=~!horizon&term=From+seed+to+plant+%2F&index=UTL#focus
https://catalog.hclib.org/ipac20/ipac.jsp?session=136181F89078U.1260472&profile=elibrary&uri=link=3100020~!2416441~!3100026~!3100028&aspect=basic_search&menu=search&ri=15&source=~!horizon&term=How+do+animals+adapt%3F+%2F&index=UTL#focus
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Look 
Once, 
Look 
Again: 
Animal 
Tails 

David Schwartz, 
Dwight Kuhn 

K-3 1-574-71322-1 

A short photographic book that compares the tails 
of a mosquito larva, lemur, guppy, tadpole, pig, 
earwig, and chameleon. Simple, engaging format 

that hooks the reader with close up images. 

 

Look 
Once, 
Look 
Again: 
Animal 
Mouths 

David Schwartz, 
Dwight Kuhn 

K-2 0-836-82425-3 
A short photographic book that compares the 
mouths of a puffin, child, housefly, dragonfly 
nymph, butterfly, chameleon, and alligator. 

 

Poop-
Eaters: 
Dung 

Beetles in 
the Food 

Chain 

Deirdre A. 
Prischmann 

3-4 
978-1-4296-  

1265-4 
Learn how dung beetles eat, move, and fight over 
poop and how this can actually help our world. 

 

Seeds, 
Stems, and 
Stamens: 
The Ways 
Plants Fit 
Into Their 

World 

Susan E. 
Goodman 

3-5 0-761-31874-7 
Discuss how plants fit into the environment; how 
they obtain sun, water, and food; their inherent 

defenses; and propagation. 

 


