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Science Power Standard 
7.IV.C.1 
8.III.A.7 

 
Strands:  LIFE SCIENCE    Sub-strands:  Interdependence of Life  
               EARTH & SPACE SCIENCE     Earth Structure and Processes 
 
 
Standards 

➘ The student will understand that within ecosystems, complex interactions exist between 
organisms and the physical environment.  

➘ The student will investigate the impact humans have on the environment. 
 
Benchmarks 

1. The student will provide examples of the potentially irreversible effects of human activity on 
ecosystems 

7. The student will identify and research an environmental issue and evaluate its impact. 
 

Content Limits 
Benchmark 1 
• Examples of the effects of human activity include chemicals in the environment, bacterial 

resistance, pollution, deforestation, over-hunting, and urban sprawl. 
• Items may require students to describe the effects of human activity given an example of 

human activity in the context of a scenario. 
Benchmark 7 
• Items may require students to predict possible outcomes of a specific environmental accident 

or event, including the impact humans have on the environment. 
• Examples of positive and negative environmental issues or human impacts include global 

climate change, water quality, energy use, acid precipitation, ozone, establishment of parks, 
agricultural practices, and forestry. 

• Items that address this benchmark may also address 7.IV.C.1. 
 
Big Idea 

Human activity can have positive and negative impacts on our environment.   
 
Enduring Understanding 

Students will understand that: 
Human impacts occur on both local and global scales.   

 
Essential Questions 

➘ How can the effects of human activity impact the environment? Discussions may include impacts 
such as pollution, chemicals in the environment, bacteria resistance, pollution, deforestation, 
over-hunting, and urban sprawl. 

➘ What causes the effects of some human activities such as pollution, chemicals in the 
environment, bacteria resistance, pollution, deforestation, over-hunting, and urban sprawl to be 
potentially irreversible? 

➘ To what extent can issues or human activities impact the environment? Discussions may include 
impacts such as global climate change, water quality, energy use, acid precipitation, ozone 
depletion, agricultural practices, forestry, and establishing parks? 

 
 
 


